
Working together creates healthy learners.

School districts work with SBHCs in many ways. All SBHCs surveyed reported schools allow them to set up informational tables at school 
events. 81% report schools allow ways for SBHC to share services and their referral process with school staff. Over half of SBHCs indicated 

additional school support of SBHCs through including blurbs about the SBHC in school communications, inclusion of SBHC materials on 
school website, and opportunities for SBHC staff to get into classrooms to provide health education. 
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100% SBHCs receive space as 
an in-kind donation. 

School health professionals, school administrators, and 
instructional staff are frequently cited SBHC champions! 
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28
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*Data reflects patients seen at the 59 SBHCs participating in 
CDPHE's SBHC program. 
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SBHCs Teaming Up with School Districts
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SBHCs assist school districts in direct and indirect ways. School nurses can consult, and in some cases, 
use telehealth to connect with SBHC providers, enhancing their ability to meet student needs. Behavioral 

health providers can pick up where school counselors' roles end to ensure youth get the services they 
need. SBHC staff can provide health education. Healthy kids miss less school and are better able to learn.
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Youth and Families Win

1. Increased access to care

SBHCs decrease barriers to accessing care such as transportation and time for appointments. This increases 
access to preventive well visits as well as quick access for sick visits and ongoing health needs. 

2. Increased seat time 

When students do not have to leave campus, they need less time for appointments and are more 
likely to return to class that day.

3. Less missed work

Parents miss less work for their children's appointments when seen at the SBHC. Increasingly, parents can join 
visits via telehealth technology. 

4. One stop healthcare 
Families can access primary care, behavioral health care, and oral healthcare all in one place. SBHCs 

also provide Medicaid enrollment support and other connective and support services.

5. Life skills and youth development

Youth are engaged in their care and learn how to navigate the services they need. Many SBHCs engage youth in 
health promotion activities and solicit feedback to improve SBHC operations. 



Best Practice: A Dual Strategy

When school districts and school-based health centers (SBHCs) work together, the 
entire community benefits.

Add your text here

www.youthhealthcarealliance.org info@youthhealthcarealliance.org


